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Introduction 

Vue de Monde is a restaurant on the 55th level of the Rialto 
Hotel in Melbourne. It offers a fine dining experience in a largely aesthetic 
yet symbolic atmosphere, with references in its design to Melbourne and 
Australia’s history. The company has marketed itself to be a sustainable 
venture in design and this report will analyse their achievements in 
sustainability and opportunities to improve.

The sustainability statement made by Vue de Monde (n.d.) 
strongly emphasises their energy efficiency. As such, this report will focus 
on the ecology foci of invisible materials. The restaurant is privately owned 
by a corporation and not by the people. Thus, its position as a private 
business within the private, public and non-profit systems of economy will 
be discussed. Finally, the concept statement provided by Elenberg Fraser 
(2012), the main design firm of Vue de Monde, rigorously described many 
design elements in the restaurant, such as the furniture and surfaces of the 
restaurant and related these to elements found in Melbourne’s natural 
environment. Therefore, the cultural foci of nature in culture will also be 
explored in this report.



Ecology – Invisible Materials 

STRENGTHS

The first strength of this design is that it has sourced its materials locally from local designers and 
manufacturers. This reduces the need for fuel used to transport the items to the location, which in turn 
reduces carbon pollution that is emitted from longer distances of transportation (Manufacturing Skills Australia 
n.d.). A local produce used in the restaurant’s meals is kangaroo meat which does not need to be imported as 
they are native Australian animals, also reducing transport and packaging. More importantly, using kangaroos 
in meals reduces the need for beef, decreasing the amount of greenhouse gases emitted (Scarborough et al., 
2014), especially those from cows (Agriculture Victoria 2017). 

The restaurant does use table cloths and uses linen serviettes which are laundered in-house rather 
than being sent away to clean, which also reduces the need for fuel and transport.  They have opted for hand 
dryers rather than paper towels, which not only eliminates waste that adds to landfills exceeding their emission 
levels (Zero Waste 2013) but also the emissions associated with producing and transporting the towels (Clean 
up Australia 2009). 

Another strength of this design is the use LED lights which last longer, are cheaper to run and use 
less energy than halogen bulbs (Department of Environment and Enerdy n.d.). Less air conditioning and energy 
is needed to cool the restaurant as the LED lights create much less heat than halogen bulbs (Office of 
Environment and Heritage 2014). 

Finally, the kitchen has a ventilated ceiling which uses less energy (Lord 2012) while also allowing 
staff and guests to enjoy increased quality of air (Seppänen & Fisk 2004). The ventilated ceiling is easy to clean, 
which reduces the need for hazardous cleaning chemicals which can off-gas vapours that are dangerous when 
inhaled by humans (Safe Work Australia 2012).



Ecology – Invisible Materials 

WEAKNESSES

While the designers have aimed to obtain their materials locally, they have not been 
completely successful in staying local and have purchased bluestone material and cutlery from overseas. 
This increases the need for packaging and fuel to transport the items over longer distances to reach their 
destination.

Another issue is the use of kangaroo skins and fur the restaurant’s furniture design. Many 
hazardous chemicals such as formaldehyde and ammonia as well as bleaches like hydrogen peroxide 
need to be used in order for the kangaroo skin and fur to be preserved (People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals n.d.). These treatment chemicals are toxic in high concentrations to humans who may inhale 
or touch the furniture surfaces, causing irritations to various body organs (National Industrial Chemicals 
Notification and Assessment Scheme 2001, 2006 and 2013). 

The furniture in the restaurant contains medium density fibreboard (MDF), which adds to the 
pollution of indoor air and can make people sick (Thorpe 2007, 38). Timber used in the furniture can also 
off-gas formaldehyde, and this is not discussed by the restaurant.



THREATS

A threat to the supply of kangaroo meat is the 
cessation of kangaroo culling, which is currently legal in 
Australia to manage kangaroos (RSPCA Australia 2002). 
Animal rights organisations such as Animal Liberation 
South Australia (n.d.), the CSIRO and university researchers 
(Gellatley 2013, 96) claim that kangaroo culling is not 
necessary as lowering kangaroo numbers has not been 
shown to positively affect the environment. If these views 
are supported by the government, then culling of 
kangaroos will no longer be legal and this supply would 
end for the restaurant.  Thus, alternative meats such as 
beef would be required more, thereby increasing cattle 
farming and methane gas production. 

Furthermore, once details of what ‘eco-select’ 
forests truly mean are known, the restaurant’s reputation 
could be affected, either positively if the eco-select forests 
are genuinely sustainable or negatively if the forests are 
not sustainable. 

OPPORTUNITIES

The restaurant claims to use Australian timber in 
its furniture that are sourced from ‘eco-select’ forests. 
However, they fail to provide the specific details of where 
and how these forests are ‘eco-select’, nor explain what this 
term actually means. An article published by The Wilderness 
Society (McFadzean & Walker-Morrison 2003) asserts that 
the term ‘eco-select’ is used inappropriately by the native 
forest logging industry in Victoria to cover up its destructive 
actions. 

While the furniture may be made of timber, a 
large proportion of material used to make the furniture may 
go to waste (Thorpe 2007, 36. Thus, invisible material issues 
such as the volume of material as well as the contents and 
origin of the materials need to be addressed in the design. In 
regards to the off-gassing that can occur from timber in the 
furniture, coating the timber in acrylic could reduce this 
amount (Engineered Wood Products Association of Australia 
n.d.).  

Ecology – Invisible Materials 



Economy – Private, Public, Non-Profit

STRENGTHS

As a private business, Vue de Monde’s main goal would be to make a profit. It provides a high 
brand name value to the public by advertising and marketing its good aspects, such as their sustainability and 
local sourcing. This may be appealing as the public are expecting goods to be “greener” now more than ever 
(Thorpe 2007, 93.) 

Their sustainable design elements, such as energy efficiency, could save money for the company 
and add to the business’ profits. If the staff believe the company is “doing good”, there could be a boost in their 
morale and productivity (Thorpe 2007, 93), which would also positively affect the company’s profit. 

Although it is a private business, the restaurant would likely need to pay rent to the Rialto Hotel. 
The hotel in turn would need to pay rates and taxes to the government, which contributes to the public 
economy as the money goes back to Australia. 

The restaurant also utilises produce from a kitchen garden run by the Heide Museum of Modern 
Art. As the museum is owned by the state government (Heide n.d.), the profits that the museum garden gains 
would go to the public economy. Sourcing from local farmers and manufacturers also means that money goes 
towards the people of Australia. 

Finally, the restaurant supports local business by using and endorsing eWater Systems (n.d.), which 
is owned by a private Melbourne company. 



Economy – Private, Public, Non-Profit

WEAKNESSES

With highly priced meals, this 
private profit is for the company itself and 
does not benefit the greater population. Few 
working class people would be able to afford 
this and could create the notion that 
sustainability can only be achieved by those 
with extensive wealth. 

The main weakness to this type 
of private economy is that it predominantly 
profits the company itself and not the people 
of the city, state or nation. It does not support 
non-profit organisations at all, so money is not 
going to the groups of w\people who benefit 
from the non-profit sector. This weakness tips 
the balance of the economy unfavourably 
towards the company, making sustainability 
difficult to achieve. 

OPPORTUNITIES

The company could 
contribute more to the non-profit sector 
of economy by allowing the employees 
to take renumerated time off to 
volunteer with non-profit organisations 
or charities (Thorpe 2007, 91). The 
company could also donate a portion of 
its income to charitable causes (Thorpe 
2007, 90). 

THREATS

An external threat to the 
restaurant is the success of the Rialto 
Hotel. Should the hotel lost its profits, it 
would need to shut down and the 
restaurant would not have its physical 
location anymore. 



Culture – Nature in culture

STRENGTHS

The restaurant develops the users’ eco-literacy (Thorpe 2007, 172) of the local environment by 
representing the river estuary that the restaurant and hotel are located near. It provides a wide window 
through which people can connect with nature by viewing the river estuary, and the height of the restaurant 
can give them the chance to escape the modern day built environment. 

The restaurant has incorporated literal objects from nature, such as using the kangaroo skin and fur 
in their furniture design. It also uses running water to depict the flow of the river estuary, which is a nod to 
how humans hunted, fished and gazed over the billabong. Along with this, there is a central campfire through 
which users can appreciate how the land was used by humans who sat by, danced around and cooked in the 
fire before civilisation.  

It recreates the natural phenomenon of reflection on its bar top, which reflects a cloud in the form 
of art. Materials such as timber, rock, leather and light are used to express the natural landscape of the local 
area. Natural air is let into the restaurant under appropriate conditions which allows the restaurant to turn off 
air conditioning, reducing the need for energy while also returning the area to natural, non-artificial air.

Finally, it offers business cards and snack menus embedded with seeds which can be placed in soil 
and grown into a tree. This encourages people to reconnect with nature by providing the tools and 
empowering them to contribute to nature. 



WEAKNESSES

While the company has 
boasted about its energy efficiency, it 
hasn’t provided details about where the 
energy comes from. Although they have 
mentioned their recycling facilities, the 
restaurant doesn’t educate users about 
where their garbage ends up, or what 
predominantly pollutes the region. 

The cellar of the restaurant 
is a live room in which only the sounds 
of its occupants can be heard. This, 
however, doesn’t develop the eco-
literacy of the users to understand the 
natural sounds of the region. Lastly, a 
large proportion of the walls are covered 
in corrugated iron. Although this 
demonstrates the use of it by humans in 
modern history, it is not a natural 
material and contrasts greatly with their 
natural landscape approach.

OPPORTUNITIES

An opportunity to improve 
the restaurant users’ eco-literacy may be 
to allow the users to contribute to the 
design by suggesting ways in which 
more of the local materials could be 
used or represented in the restaurant. 
This may improve the restaurant’s sense 
of community and provide users with a 
sense of ownership over the space they 
interact with.

THREATS

The restaurant and 
designer’s understanding of nature may 
not fully align with that of the 
customers. Customers may see the 
representation of nature as 
inappropriate. This may extend to the 
customer’s ethical views of animal rights 
and having furniture made of animal 
skin and furs. 

Culture – Nature in culture



Conclusion

There are many strengths, weaknesses and threats to the sustainability of Vue de Monde. The 
restaurant itself acknowledges that it is not completely perfect but is working towards better sustainability. 
This shows that sustainability is difficult to achieve, especially when there are constraints in the location, 
budget, needs and wants of the designer or the client, as well as local availability and government legislation. 
However, there are opportunities for the company to be more sustainable in different ways, such as making 
sustainability more accessible to a larger range of people, benefiting the greater population by engaging in the 
non-profit sector and improving the restaurant users’ eco-literacy. 
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